Wisdom and Destiny

Let us consider one noteworthy victim
of destiny, Louis XVI. Never, it would
seem, did relentless fatality clamour so
loudly for the destruction of an unfor-
tunate man; of one who was gentle, and
good, and virtuous, and honourable. And
yet, as we look more closely into the pages
of history, do we not find that fatality
distils her poison from the victim's
own wavering feebleness, his own trivial
duplicity, blindness, unreason, and vanity?
And if it be true that some kind of
predestination governs every circumstance
of life, it appears to be no less true that
such predestination exists in our character
only; and, to modify character must surely
be easy to the man of unfettered will, for
is it not constantly changing in the lives

of the vast bulk of men ?    Is your own
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